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“Christ Our King Saves by Being Saved and Reigns through the Absolution of the Gospel.” 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem:  behold, thy King cometh unto thee:  He is just, and [being saved], afflicted ... .
 

Zechariah 9:9.

Introduction.


Last week we learned of Christ’s Priestly Work when He, the Angel of the Lord, came to His Temple to Atone for the sins of men and purify the Public Ministry of the Gospel by His Passion.  This week the prophet teaches us of Christ in His Kingly Work. 


As Luther notes, unlike earthly kings who draw their power from the people, the people draw their power from Christ Our King.
  Christ Our King empowers men by delivering them from their sins.  Christ Our King is truly a Public Servant who not only reigns in our behalf for our good but also took upon Himself to suffer the calamities we brought upon ourselves so we don’t have to suffer them because He did already.


Finally Christ Reigns Graciously through the Absolution of all sin by the Gospel.  In this way He speaks “peace” to the nations, as the prophet Zechariah prophesies, forgiving sins, saving, give life eternal, and the resurrection of the body.


Christ Our King is a the True Public Servant who bears our burdens in order to Reign Graciously through the Gospel.

I.  Christ Saves by Himself being Saved.
A.  Christ Saves by suffering the consequences of men’s sins for them so they don’t have to.

The prophet Zechariah reminds us of a remarkable aspect of the Messiah when he prophesied:

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem:  behold, thy King cometh unto thee:  He is just, and [being saved], afflicted ... .
  

Why does the prophet Zechariah prophesy Christ will “be saved”?  The prophet Zechariah prophesies that because He is reproducing Christ’s Own Prophesy of Himself 500 years earlier in Psalm 69:

Save Me, O God; for the waters are come in unto My soul.  I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing:  I am come into deep waters , where floods overflow Me.  I am weary of My:  My throat is dried:  Mine eyes fail while I wait for My God.


The Suffering of Christ gives us a glimpse of the consequence of sin.  The consequence is no small matter, as some like to make it out.  Christ suffers unending suffocation because the waters permeate even to the soul to extinguish it.  All footing is lost, terra firma is dissolved, because God withdraws His support because of sin.  Christ is inundated with floods of deep waters.  The Passion of Christ gives a glimpse of what the suffering sin produces.  The Lutheran Church confesses:

Yes, what more forceful, more terrible declaration and preaching of God's wrath against sin is there than the suffering and death of Christ, His Son?  But as long as all this preaches God's wrath and terrifies people, it is not yet the preaching of the Gospel nor Christ's own preaching, but that of Moses and the Law against the impenitent. For the Gospel and Christ were never ordained and given for the purpose of terrifying and condemning, but for comforting and cheering those who are terrified and timid.


Yet, as our Confessions state, Christ’s Death for the sins of men is not meant to terrify but rather to comfort us.  It teaches us that we will not endure such a fate because Christ already endured our fate for us, putting an end to it.  The Rev. Dr. John Gerhard writes:

The question arises:  In Zech. 9:9, why is the Messiah not called [Savior] in the active sense, but ... “saved,” in the passive sense?  We respond: ... Christ is not only “Savior” but is also Himself “saved.”  That is, because He wished to redeem us with His suffering and death, and descended into the depths of our wretchedness, therefore it was necessary that he be saved first, so that, having been saved, he might be able to save us too.  “I looked around, but there was no helper; I was in anxiety, and there was no one to help” (namely, among men).  “My own arm” (the power of My divinity) “has saved Me, and My anger” (or zeal) “has helped Me” (Isa. 63:5).


Here truly we have a King who is a public servant.  He suffers what the public deserved in order to preserve them alive.
  The Apostle St. Matthew writes:

But Jesus called them unto him, and said, ... the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

B.  Christ has risen from the dead because He vanquished the suffering of men.


Christ’s Suffering the horrible consequences of our sin concluded because Christ Atoned for our sins and the sins of all men.  David writes in Psalm 69 of Christ’s Resurrection:

I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving.
 
Christ praises God because God delivered Him and, therefore, delivered all men from their sins by His Passion.  Christ is able to praise God because His Suffering has concluded and He is Risen from the dead because He successfully Atoned for the sins of all men.
II.  Christ Our King Reigns Graciously through the Gospel.


A.  Christ speaks Peace to the Nations through the Gospel.

This Praise of God for the deliverance from sin is the Preaching of the Gospel.  The Lutheran Church confesses:

The woman came with the opinion concerning Christ that with Him the remission of sins should be sought.  This worship is the highest worship of Christ.  Nothing great could she ascribe to Christ.  To seek from Him the remission of sins was truly to acknowledge the Messiah.  Now, thus to think of Christ, thus to worship Him, thus to embrace Him, is truly to believe.

The prophet Zechariah writes Christ preaching the Gospel:

And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem, and the battle bows shall be cut off:  and he shall speak peace unto the heathen:  and his dominions shall be from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the end of the ends of the earth.


Christ does not wield the sword covered with blood but rather the Sword of His Word, the Gospel.  Through the Gospel Christ speaks Peace to the nations by Absolving them of their sins.  The Apostle St. John writes:

Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you:  as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:  Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.


Christ’s Kingdom is not of this world.  As the prophet Zechariah has written, there is neither war chariot, war horse, nor bow.  Christ’s Kingdom is not a temporal Kingdom, a civic order with weapons and army, but rather a spiritual kingdom created and governed by God’s Word.  This truth Jesus told Pilate.  The Apostle St. John writes:

Pilate answered, Am I a Jew?  Thine own nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me:  what has thou done?  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world:  if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now is my kingdom not from hence.

Christ’s Kingdom is a Kingdom of the Word, not sword.  Because Christ’s Kingdom is of the Word, it is spiritual.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.  Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.  Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;  Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.


Through the Gospel Christ Rules the nations Graciously by speaking Peace to them through the Absolution of all their sins.  Luther writes:

Because He will speak peace with the nations. Here He gives the reason why He said what He did in the previous verses. That is, He will preach the forgiveness of sins to reconcile God and men. Wherever there is forgiveness and reconciliation, mutual love and peace must also follow among us. It becomes easy to reject and lay down weapons. Certainly this holds true, for Christians do not fight among themselves. After all, they are people of peace. They are like their King. They bless those who speak evil, they do good to their enemies, and they give up the cloak also to one who takes away their coat.  But he says among the nations.  You see, Ephraim was scattered among the nations. Therefore even Ephraim will find that predicted peace among the nations.

B.  Christ’s Gracious Reign gives fallen men life eternal.


Christ’s Rules the nations Graciously through the Gospel.  David writes in Psalm 110:2:

The Lord shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion:  rule thou in the midst of thine enemies.

Luther writes:

This scepter, or the office of the ministry, God has made so powerful that hearts are lifted out of their blindness and freed from the devil’s power and are brought to the right knowledge and obedience of God, becoming righteous, pious, holy, and saved.


Where men are liberated from sin and death by Christ’s Gracious Rule through the Gospel, there men gain life everlasting.  The Apostle St. Paul:

For the wages of sin  death; but the gift of God  eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Conclusion.


Christ Our King truly is a public servant.  Christ took upon Himself all the troubles we, the public, inflicted upon ourselves by our disobedience and Atoned for them.


By this Blessed Work, Christ Our King Fashioned for us His Gracious Rule through the Gospel, wherein He freely forgives all sins for Christ’s sake, saves, gives life eternal, and the resurrection of the body.  










Amen.
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